
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Report of NULAI African Clinical Legal Education Colloquium, 2020 

Date: 16th-18th March, 2020  

Venue: American University of Nigeria (AUN) 

Theme: “Advancing Excellence in Legal Education’’ 

 

Introduction: As part of her efforts to consolidate and strengthen the growth of clinical 

legal education in Nigeria, NULAI Nigeria organized the 2nd biennial Africa Clinical Legal 

Education Colloquium following the 1st edition which was held in November 2018. 

Building from the 2018 edition, the 2020 NULAI Africa Clinical Legal Education 

Colloquium with the theme “Advancing Excellence in Legal Education’’ was held from 

March 16 -18 2020 at the American University of Nigeria Yola Adamawa State with 

support from the Foundation for Social Justice, the Global Alliance for Justice Education 

and Office of the Chief of Staff, Adamawa State Government. The colloquium had 87 

delegates consisting of Law teachers and students drawn from 12 universities, Civil 

Society Organizations and private law practitioners.  

 

Objective: The objective of the colloquium was to build on the achievements recorded 

in clinical legal education and advance best practices and reforms towards entrenching 

effective teaching and learning in legal education and clinic practice.  

 

The following institutions participated at the program: 
1. American University of Nigeria  
2. Abia State University, Nigeria 
3. Adekunle Ajasin University, Nigeria 
4. Ajayi Crowther University 
5. Ambrose Alli University 
6. Baze University, Nigeria 
7. Ebonyi State University, Nigeria 
8. Gulu University, Uganda 
9. Kampala International University, Uganda 
10. Kogi State University, Nigeria 
11. Makerere University, Uganda 
12. Nasarawa State University, Nigeria 
13. Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Nigeria 



14. Niger Delta University, Nigeria 
15. Nigeria Police Academy  
16. Nile University   
17. Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria 
18. Redeemer’s University, Nigeria 
19. University of Nigeria 
20. University of Abuja, Nigeria 
21. University of Maiduguri, Nigeria 
22. Umaru Musa Yar’adua University, Nigeria  

 
 

Opening Session 

In her welcome address Dawn Deckle, President of AUN commended NULAI Nigeria for 

its efforts in promoting Clinical Legal Education in Nigeria and expressed appreciation 

for the opportunity to host the colloquium. Highlighting some of the activities of the AUN 

Law Clinic she reaffirmed the University’s commitment to CLE and the provision of 

access to justice services to underserved members of the university community. She 

wished delegates happy deliberations and encouraged them to take advantage of the 

colloquium to expand their networks. 

In his keynote remarks, Prof. Ernest Ojukwu, SAN emphasised the importance of 

sustaining the growth of Clinical Legal Education as a panache to the development of 

legal education and the legal profession. He stated that the traditional method of 

teaching law approaches law as a liberal art instead of a vocational program with little or 

no emphasis to skills and values that are necessary towards the training of competent 

lawyers. Speaking further, he decried the resistance and lack of commitment from a 

majority of legal educators to the clinical program. He pointed out that with the current 

reforms introduced by the Council of Legal Education and the requirements by the 

National Universities Commission,  law faculties are now mandated to incorporate 

clinical legal education into the law curriculum. He stressed that the Colloquium 

therefore presents a platform for capacity development and experience sharing between 

and among law teachers to further advance the growth and development of legal 

education.   

 

In his remarks.  Prof. Maxwell Gidado, SAN, Chief of Staff to the Governor, Adamawa 

State Government also stressed the importance of Clinical Legal Education. He 

emphasized the fact that students learn better by doing and provides them with a 

broader understanding of the subject. He commended NULAI Nigeria for the work it is 

doing to institutionalize CLE in Faculties of Law across the country. 

Hon. A.K Jingi Attorney-General Adamawa State expressed the appreciation of the 

State Government to NULAI for bringing the Colloquium to the State. He highlighted the 

importance of Legal education and NULAI Nigeria’s role in promoting effective teaching 



methods, legal aid and access to justice. He pledged the support of the State 

government for the colloquium and wished the delegates happy deliberations. 

Courtesy visit to the AUN President 

At the end of the opening ceremony, NULAI President, Prof. Ernest Ojukwu SAN, led a 

delegation to pay a courtesy visit to the president of the American University. The 

delegation consisted of Dr. Olugbenga Oke- Samuel, Assistant Secretary NULAI 

Nigeria; Kenechukwu Agwu, Project Officer NULAI Nigeria and Dr. Badejogbin, 

representative of the Deputy Director General, Nigeria Law School, Yola Campus.  

The delegation was received by Dr. Dawn Dekle, President American University of 

Nigeria; Dr. Abba Tahir, the Vice president Relations AUN; Prof. Peter Ocheme, Ag. 

Dean School of Law AUN; Prof. Maryam Gwangndi and Dr. Erebi Ndoni of the School of 

law AUN.  

Dr. Dawn Dekle welcomed the delegation to the American University of Nigeria. In his 

remarks, Prof. Ojukwu expressed his satisfaction with the warm reception given to 

delegates at the colloquium by the University staff and students. He stated that the 

colloquium is born out of the need for training and retraining of law teachers on the 

clinical legal education methodologies. He conveyed NULAI’s appreciation to the school 

for hosting the 2020 colloquium.  In her response, the AUN President assured the 

delegation of the school’s commitment to clinical legal education even as they try to 

harmonize the American system of Education with the Nigerian legal system. She 

further encouraged the delegates at the conference and NULAI Nigeria to come up with 

a statement, communique or press release on Law and Pandemics in view of the Covid-

19 pandemic which the world is currently battling with. She expressed her gratitude to 

NULAI Nigeria for choosing AUN to host the conference.  

Paper Presentations 

Stream 1: Best Practices for Teaching & Learning in Legal Education {Session 

Coordinator – Dr. Olugbenga Oke-Samuel} 

Three papers were presented during this session on the following topics:  

1. Integrated & Interactive Pedagogy as a Conveyor of Excellent Legal 

Education - Dr. Olaolu Opadere 

2. Building an innovative Clinical Curriculum for Enabling Law Graduates to 

become practice ready – Dayo G. Ashonibare  

3. Rethinking Legal Education to meet the Challenges of Law Practice in the 

21st Century - Mahmud Yusuf 

 

Stream 2: Law Teachers & Professional Growth/Vocational and Continuing Legal 

Education 



Papers presented during this session include: 

1. The methodology of Legal Inquiry: Towards a more practical Legal 

Scholarship in Nigeria - Maryam Ahmad 

2. Research Writing, promotion and Scholarship - Dr. Marian Ofunu Ujah 

3. Building a Career in Clinical Legal Education: New Perspectives - 

Kenechukwu Agwu 

4. Sustaining Clinical Legal Education in Nigeria: Projecting into the Future - 

Oludayo John Bamgbose 

 

Stream 3: Justice Education  

Papers presented during this session include: 

1. Administration of Criminal Justice ct 2015 & opportunities for Law Clinics 

in Nigeria - Tosin Oke 

2. Law Clinics’ Primary Legal Aid Services Contribution to access to justice & 

sustaining CLE in Nigeria: Projecting the Future - Ngozi Joy Maduafor 

3. Alternative Dispute Resolution & Environmental Law - Dr Mohmeded Shadat 

Ssemakula 

Day 2: Law Clinic Gallery/ShowCase 

The law clinics gallery started on the first day with the various law clinics displaying their 
publications, with participants visiting their stands during breaks. The gallery gave an 
opportunity for the clinics to display their activities and exchange learning from other 
clinics.  

Clinics made presentations at the plenary which presented yet another opportunity for 
exchange of learning between clinics. Participants applauded the various clinics that 
made presentations and encouraged them not to relent but rather look for innovative 
ways to create more activities that will be in line with the goals of clinical legal 
education.   

The following clinics participated in the gallery/ presentation: 

1. Ebonyi State University Law Clinic 
2. University of Abuja Law Clinic 
3. American University of Nigeria Law Clinic 
4. Nile University of Nigeria Law Clinic and  
5. Adekunle Ajasin University Law Clinic 

    

Paper Presentations  

Stream 4: Law Clinics/Law Students {Session Coordinator – Mr. Okechukwu 
Okpara}  



1. International Humanitarian Clinic of Baze University - Maryam Idris 
Abdulkadir 

2. Enhancing Quick Dispensation of Criminal Justice in Nigeria: The Kogi 
State University Law Clinic Experience - Friday Ekpa 

3. Impacts, Gains, Gaps and Expectations of the CLE Movement in Nigeria: A 
Students’ Perspective - Ifunanyachukwu Evelyn Ukwueze 

4. Sustaining Law Clinics towards Bridging the Access to Justice Gap for 
Indigent Persons - Uwais Abdulrahman 

 

Stream 5: Leading Innovative Legal Technology and Interdisciplinary Initiatives in 
Legal Education {Session Coordinator – Prof. Peter Ocheme} 

1. Towards the implementation of the Paris Climate Change Agreement 2015 
in Nigeria: Opportunities and Challenges for the Network of University 
Legal Aid Institutions (NULAI) Nigeria - Dr Ngozi Chinwa Ole 

2. Advancing Justice Education in Nigeria through the use of Information 
Technology and Innovation in the Teaching of Law - Dr. Festus Okechukwu 
Ukwueze  

3. Nigeria Tertiary Institution, Technology and Internet Fraud proliferation: 
Curriculum on Cybercrime Law education as Preventive Measures - Dr. 
Felix Eboibi 

Open Plenary:  

NULAI Membership Meeting – Articulating a Strategic Roadmap for Clinical Legal 

Education: this meeting was convened to discuss and advance a strategic roadmap for 

the clinical legal education movement in Nigeria and to validate the CLE Standards 

developed by NULAI to guide new and old law clinics on best practices in teaching and 

service delivery in areas such as supervision and assessment, monitoring and 

evaluation of clinic activities, reporting and fundraising.  

The meeting was facilitated by:  

1. Prof. Ernest Ojukwu, SAN 

2. Dr. Gbenga Oke-Samuel 

3. Dr. Nasiru Mukhtar 

4. Mahmud Yusuf 

 

Agenda 

1. Articulate a strategic roadmap for the CLE movement in Nigeria. 

2. Review and validation of NULAI CLE Standards.   

The meeting started with Mahmud Yusuf giving a background introduction and a 

summary of the outcomes from the last NULAI Membership Meeting held during the 

2018 African CLE Colloquium at Elizade University where participants made the 

following recommendations: 



i. The need for continuous capacity development for clinics and law teachers 

ii. Clinics to explore alternative sources of funding 

iii. Clinics to design and adopt a sustainable management structure 

iv. Law clinics should develop and adopt a peer review and mentorship program 

to support the growth and sustainability of new and upcoming clinics 

v. NULAI to develop a standard guide and best practices for setting up law 

clinics and clinical programs    

Following these recommendations, he further pointed out that NULAI supported the 

capacity of 8 new law clinics   - American University of Nigeria, Yola; Bayero University 

Law Clinic Kano; Delta University Law Clinic; Ekiti State University Law Clinic; Kogi 

State University Law Clinic, Anyinba; the Niger Delta University Law Clinic; Osun State 

University Law Clinic and University of Lagos Law Clinic – through training law teachers 

and students providing funding to support law clinics monitoring and review of the 

Administration of Criminal Justice Law implementation in the different states they are 

located.  Similarly, NULAI updated her pre-trial case management system to serve as a 

resource and promote experience sharing and peer review amongst and between law 

clinics and students working on pre-trial detention projects.   

Charting a strategic roadmap for clinical programs in Nigeria: leading this 

discussion, Dr. Olugbenga Oke-Samuel pointed out that there is a need for law clinics in 

Nigeria to develop new strategies in line with current realities in legal education, access 

to justice and justice issues in general.  On his part, Prof. Ernest Ojukwu stated that the 

colloquium presented an opportunity for law clinics to collaborate on social justice 

issues and design programs and projects to address emerging and contemporary 

justice issues. Speaking on the subject, Nasiru Muhktar stressed the need to sustain the 

strides and growth recorded since inception of the clinical movement in Nigeria 

considering that Nigeria is seen as a leader of CLE within the African continent. 

In this regards, recommendations and suggestions for a strategic roadmap were 

articulated as follows:  

1. Setting up a chartered institute for Clinical Legal Education: this will serve 

as a certification and accreditation platform for law clinics & clinical teachers. It 

was suggested that this will help in quality control and adherence to standards 

and best practices as developed by NULAI. 

2. Increased collaborations between and amongst Law Clinics: It was 

recommended that clinics should explore opportunities to collaborate on projects 

so as to leverage on their strengths in terms of expertise in particular justice 

issues as this will help in securing funding, sustainability and wide reach. 

3. Explore opportunities in contemporary areas: Law clinics were encouraged to 

explore the opportunities of setting up clinics to address contemporary issues 

such as International Humanitarian Law (covering migration, refugee and 



trafficking in persons), Information and Communication Technology (ICT), Cyber 

Crimes, Environmental and Health law etc. 

Validation of NULAI CLE Standards: during this session participants were asked to 

rev the CLE standards which was developed to serve as a guide and best practice for 

clinical programs and report back to the plenary with comments, inputs or corrections. 

At the end of the session, some corrections and editorial reviews were made and the 

document was validated and adopted by members as the Standard Guide for Clinical 

Programs in Nigeria {See validated document attached}.   

 

 

Day 3 - Street Law Teacher Training   

This session was an interactive session and was facilitated by Mahmud Yusuf, 

Kenechukwu Agwu, Tosin Oke and Maryam Idris Abdulkadir.  

Mahmud Yusuf introduced the topic and asked participants what in their own definition 

street law is. Joy Maduafor said street law is law on the street, when clinicians go to the 

street to educate the people about the law. Mr. Gbenga said street law is a way of 

delivering justice education.  A student from University of Abuja said street law is a 

practical aspect of law that sensitizes people. A student from American University of 

Nigeria said street law means taking the law to people that do not know about it on the 

street and in conclusion Mahmud Yusuf said street law is the practical approach of 

teaching relevant laws using interactive forms. 

Maryam Idris Abdulkadir took over with the facilitation, she asked the participants how 

does street law apply to the law and what type of law do you convey on the street? A 

student from Ebonyi state University said for them, they get a topic they want to talk 

about and the topic tells who exactly to convey their message to.  

Afterwards, Tosin Oke took over and she came up with, who do we take street law to? 

Target audience? A student from Ebonyi state University used female genital mutilation 

as an example. The students said for a topic like this , it is best to go to villages 

because they are not aware about the consequences of this act and the target audience 

in the village for this topic should be the women and relevant stakeholders in that 

community. Tosin Oke also advised that it is best to look at the before and after to 

realize if the target audience is good or not. 

Kenechukwu Agwu came up with the question “how do we teach street law?-Teachers 

and Students” .For teachers he asked how do they prepare students for street law. Mr. 

Okechukwu Okpara from Ebonyi state university said for him he introduces the applied 

area of law they want to focus on, plan the target audience, teach students and group 

the students for practical examples and assign roles to students. Captain Sadaat from 

Uganda said firstly students have to understand the customs of different tribes and then 



they also divide the students into groups and equip them with the necessary things like 

notebooks to write the issues they faced and get feedback from them and give proper 

assessment. 

Kenechukwu Agwu said teachers ought to have a lesson plan on how to teach the 

students street law. On the other hand, he asked how students should carry out street 

law and a student from Ebonyi state university gave a breakdown of how they do it in 

their school which includes; 

1. Dividing themselves into groups 

2. Select topics 

3. Identify their target audience 

4. Develop execution plan 

5. Execute 

6. Give a feedback 

7. Get a focuser e.g. Drama , music, etc 

8. Get to know what they understand about the topic 

9. Ask questions 

10. Buy relevant materials e.g. Broom, dustbin ,etc 

Methodology in Street Law 

1. Focuser 

2. Brainstorming 

3. Take a stand 

4. Develop IEC materials  

5. Use of incentives i.e. souvenirs 

How to deliver a street law? 

1. Brainstorming activities 

2. Think , Pair and Share 

3. Each one , teach one  

4. Categorization 

5. Gallery work 

6. Mind work 

7. Mock trials 

DEVELOPING A LESSON PLAN 

Kenechukwu Agwu explained that a lesson plan is a road plan for a particular topic. A 

combined effort from the participants arose to the contents of a lesson plan which 

includes; 

1. Topic 



2. Duration 

3. Content 

4. Outcome 

5. Activities i.e. Pre- class, In-class and post-class activities 

6. Assessment 

7. Resources 

After this, street law topics were suggested by the participants to show a practical 

example on how to develop a lesson plan .The topics were; 

1. Sex education for teenagers 

2. Right to inform consent for patients  

3. Women right to stand surety 

4. Freedom from bullying 

5. Right to bail 

6. Right to tenant to notice 

Prof Ernest Ojukwu concluded by saying that a teacher must know how to develop a 

lesson plan and the student has to know the topic in advance which is the plan. He also 

shared tips on what to do for a successful street law which includes; 

1. Prepare students for street law which means prepare them like teachers 

2. Teach students how to draft lesson plans on the topics and how to teach it 

3. Focus on the outcomes 

4. Make students do practical examples 

5. The student should be scored on the assessment by the lesson plan they have 

drafted  

Group 1 

Topic: Sex Education for Teenagers (30 minutes) 

Content 

i. Meaning of sex education 

ii. Importance of sex education 

a. Protection against predators 
b. Protection against ill-health and STDs and unwanted pregnancies 
c. Enhancement of human dignity and prestige 
d. Awareness of sexuality and what it entails 
e. Teaches expression on sexual issues 
f. Encourages abstinence with regards to pre-marital sex and multiple partners  

Outcome: At the end of this class, students should be able to: 

i. Understand the concept of sex education 

ii. importance and consequences 



Activities 

a. Pre- class: reading material 
b. In-class: group work and discussions 
c. Post-class: reflective essay 

 
Assessment 

a. Quiz 
b. Presentations 

Resources 

a. Books 

b. Movies 
c. Article 
d. Pictures 
e. Publications 
 

Group 2 

Topic: Right to Informed Consent for Patients (1 hour) 

CONTENT 

a. Definition of the concept 
b. Who can give consent 
c. Who receives consent 
d. Third party consent 
e. Legal framework for rights of patients 
f. Breach of the rights of patient 
g. Exceptions to the breach of these rights 

 

Outcome: At the end of this class, students would be able to: 

a. Explain the right to informed consent of patients, the legal backings of these 
rights, its breach and exceptions 

b. Identify issues and values in the application of informed consent skills 
Activities: 

a. Pre- class:  Pre-view simulations, pre-class reading 
b. In-class: Result of pre-view simulation, content discussion, group case analysis 

and presentation 
c. Post-class: Assignment, Report 

Assessment  
a. Role play 

Resources 

a. Handouts 



b. Text books 
c. YouTube videos 
 

Group 3 

Topic- Women’s Right to Stand Surety (1 Hour) 

Content 

i. Meaning of rights and surety 

ii. Acts/laws providing for women’s right to stand surety 

Outcome: At the end of this class, students would be able to: 

a. Explain their rights to stand as a surety 
b. List and explain the relevant laws backing up these laws 

Activities 

a. Brainstorming 
b. Role play 
c. Demonstrations 

Assessment 
a. Presentation 

 
Resources 

a. CFRN 
b. ACJA 

 
Group 4 

Topic: Freedom from Bullying (2 hours) 

Content 

a. What is bullying? 
b. Forms of bullying-Physical ,psychological and emotional bullying 
c. Laws on bullying {1999 constitution, VAPP Law} 

Outcome: At the end of this class, students should be able to: 

a. Explain the meaning of bullying 
b. State or list the various forms of bullying 

Activities 

i. Pre- class: Students should divide themselves into groups; 

a. Group 1 should do a role play on physical bullying 
b. Group 2 should do a role play on emotional bullying 
c. Group 3 should do a role play on psychological bullying 
ii. In-class: Presentations on role play by the various groups 



 
Assessment: Students will be assessed based on their participation and performance 
 

Resources 

a. Chapter 4 of the 1999 constitution 
b. VAPP Law 2015 
c. Markers 
d. White board 
e. Projector 
f.  Video recorders 
 

Group 5  

Topic: Right to Bail at Police Station 

Content 

a. Meaning of bail 
b. Why bail  
c. Requirements for bail –Nature of the offence and Surety 
d. How to secure bail-police and courts 
e. Options available  

Outcome: At the end of this class, students should be able to: 

a. Explain the meaning and purpose of bail 
b. Appreciate the right to bail 
c. List the option available and request for bail 
d. Draft an application for bail 

 
Activities 

a. Pre- class: read materials on bail 
b. In-class: students brainstorm on the meaning, purpose and requirements for bail 
c. Using a case study students in group draft an application for bail at the police 

station 
d. Group presentation of drafted bail application and feedback 

 
Assessment: Students will be assessed based on their drafted lesson plan 

Resources 

a. Constitution 
b. ACJA 

 

City Tour/Farewell Dinner  



At the end of the days session, participants were taken on a tour of the city where they 

visited the palace of the Lamido of Adamawa and the historical Museum after which 

they were hosted to a closing dinner by the Chief of Staff to the Governor, Prof. Maxwell 

Gidado, SAN at the AUN Hotel. 


